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NEWS RELEASE

Social Workers To Launch Campaign to Fight Poverty


The Alberta College of Social Workers announced today it will launch of a campaign to fight poverty in Alberta. The campaign will begin on October 17th to coincide with the United Nations’ International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.

The goal of the campaign is to highlight the fact that despite our current economic boom, poverty exists, and has a direct impact on all Albertans. Poverty would be significantly reduced if everyone who worked received a living wage and those people unable to work had adequate social assistance / income support, says Timothy Wild, Chair of ACSW’s Social Action/Social Justice Committee.

“Homelessness is on the rise, Alberta’s social assistance & income support rates are some of the lowest in the country and people with low paying jobs can’t afford the basics of life. Poverty in our society requires both attention and action.”

Wild says the campaign will focus on raising public awareness of the costs of poverty to Alberta and stimulating more political discussion about the issue. Along with other organizations, the College hopes to influence public policy in key areas like minimum wage and welfare rates.


Social workers have professional and ethical obligations to advocate for marginalized Albertans. The ACSW (www.acsw.ab.ca) is the designated regulatory body for the practice of social work in Alberta and sets the professional standards for the province’s 5,700 registered social workers.  
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