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Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________Joan Farkas_____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________jfarkas@shaw.ca____________________________________

Constituency: ________Calgary North West 
Name and Party of Candidate: ___George Read, Alberta Greens  
Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)

1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?


1
2
3
4
5
2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
No objections 
5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?
George stated that she would support an immediate investment in social programs and in better wages for social workers. He believes in universal childcare and  reinstating seniors programs that were cut in 1992-93.
6.  Other comments:
Focused on justice issues and environment issues 
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Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to
Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168

Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________Joan Farkas_____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________jfarkas@shaw.ca____________________________________

Constituency: ________Calgary Glenmore
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Avalon Roberts, Liberal  

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)

1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?

1
2
3
4
5

2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
No objections 

5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

Avalon did not put ay condition on rebuilding the social infrastructure. She spoke about the work of Brigette Pastour from Lethbridge who has been advocating for increases to seniors benefits and has been working towards getting  recommendations from a  report on seniors implemented. Avalon stated she believed that all Albertans should receive a living wage. She discussed ideas for incentives to recruit and retrain social workers such as forgiving loans after a certain period of service.  Avalon spoke of making changes to all social programs to reflect inflation. 

6.  Other comments:

Focused on health  and environment issues 


Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168


Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _____Joan Farkas_________________________________________

Your E-mail: ___jfarkas@shaw.ca___________________________________________

Constituency: ____Calgary North Hill_________________________________________
Name and Party of Candidate: ____Kyle Fawcett ,PC _____________________________
Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)

1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?


1
2
3
4
5

2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5
3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
I phoned and emailed Mr. Fawcett and received an email response back from his assistant who did not address any of my questions  directly but rather said that he would work to “listen” better than his predecessor (as I had stated that my calls to the last MLA went unanswered). She invited me to his open house to discuss further discuss my concerns 

5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

6.  Other comments:


Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168


Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _______Joan Farkas______________________________________

Your E-mail: ____jarkas@shaw.ca__________________________________________

Constituency: ______________Calgary North Hill__________________
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Pat Murray- liberal _________________
Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)

1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?


1
2
3
4
5

2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5
3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
Mr Murray was supportive of “investing in rebuilding the social infrastructure” as he recognized years of neglect. He said he admired David Swann and was learning more about social issues from him. He stated that the provincial debt had not been  eliminated as now have so much infrastructure debt that we need to pay off and at much higher costs than if we had maintained systems  that we had . He stated that AISH, affordable housing, health and home care needed an immediate infusion of dollars. 

5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

No, 

6.  Other comments:


Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168


Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: ____Joan Farkas_________________________________________

Your E-mail: __________jfarkas@shaw.ca____________________________________

Constituency: _____Calgary North Hill________________________________________
Name and Party of Candidate: _____Jim Wright social credit  

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)

1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?


1
2
3
4
5

2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5   
3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
It was difficult to find phone number for Mr Wright so I emailed his office but did not receive a response. 

5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

6.  Other comments:


Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168


Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________Joan Farkas_____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________jfarkas@shaw.ca____________________________________

Constituency: ________John Hilton-Obrien , Wildrose Alliance Party Executive 
Name and Party of Candidate: ___George Read, Alberta Greens  

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)

1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?


1
2
3
4
5

2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
John stated that the Wildrose Alliance party believes that gov’t role in people ‘s lives should be as minimal as possible. He spoke of decentralizing services and privatization. He said that personal income tax exemptions should be higher than they currently are and that that we should encourage people to take care of their own children and offer tax incentives to stay at home parents. John said he worked in health care and non profits but I found that he did not directly address any poverty issues. I found his messages confusing but he was clear that gov’t should stay out of free enterprise. 

5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

I do not believe that this party would support any investment in repairing the social infrastructure in Alberta 

6.  Other comments:


Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168


Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________Joan Farkas_____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________jfarkas@shaw.ca____________________________________

Constituency: ________Calgary Fort
Name and Party of Candidate: __Julie Hrdlicka NDP

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)

1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?


1
2
3
4
5

2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
No objections 

5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

Julie stated that she would support an immediate investment in social programs and in better wages for social workers.  She stated that she valued the work of social workers and that wages should match the demands of the job. Julie supported an immediate moratorium on oilsands developments so that the economy can cool down and people can catch up &  better plans can be made for sustainable growth. Julie expressed great sympathy for seniors and others living on fixed income and for indexing of social benefits.  

6.  Other comments:

Focused on justice issues, environment issues and smart, sustainable growth management 


Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168


Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________Barbara Tarkowski_____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________barbara.tarkowski@calgaryhealthregion.ca___________________________

Constituency: ________North West, Calgary
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Lindsay Blackett, PC  

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)


1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?

1
2
3
4
5

2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5


3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

Once he’s elected he’s ready to consider the issue. There is no specific consideration in response to social infrastructure in his political agenda currently.

6.  Other comments:

He agreed that Alberta’s prosperity should benefit everyone; however, he does not have any specific ideas about what changes he would make to Alberta’s social policy. He asked me to call him again once he wins the election to talk more about the issue.


Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168


Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________ Barbara Tarkowski ____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________ barbara.tarkowski@calgaryhealthregion.ca ________________

Constituency: ________ North West, Calgary
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Dale Martin D’Silva, Liberal  

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)


1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?

1
2
3
4
5


2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

The candidate sounded supportive but stressed that this could be done easily through a long-term plan. He was not convincing about short-term solutions concerning income disparity.

6.  Other comments:

The candidate claimed to be supportive of closing the disparity gap in our society through a long-term plan. This includes more focus on all improved public education system (and our health (prevention and no fees for health care). When asked about short-term solutions he mentioned the possibility of increasing AISH but had no options re: social assistance. In fact, he did not know what Alberta Works stands for.

Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168

Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________ Sherol Leslie ____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________ SLeslie@hardistyhome.ca ________________

Constituency: ________ Dickinsfield Community
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Sid Sadik, NDP 

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)


1. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?

1
2
3
4
5


2. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5


3. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

4. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
No objections about Alberta’s social infrastructure.

5. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

He is a strong believer for social programs and does see the need for money to be directed back into programs that benefit the average citizen. No conditions or rules just more knowledge and awareness.
6.  Other comments:

Candidate was very understanding about SW role in politics and the demand we have everyday for social change. He does feel strong about advocacy for mankind.

Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168

Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________ Cynthia Gallop ____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________ cgallop@telus.net ________________

Constituency: ________ Calgary - West
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Ron Liepert, PC  

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)


7. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?

1
2
3
4
5


8. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

9. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

10. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
He stated “we can’t just throw money at it”. He also went on about the problem being so big. It’s hard to know where to start. I suggested raising income assistance rates and developing more low income housing for families living in poverty.

11. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

He stated he supports the money being “thrown” at crime reduction.

12.  Other comments:

I can’t say I really enjoyed the man.

Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168

Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________ Bob Lyons____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________ Robert.lyons@aspen.rha.ab.ca ________________

Constituency: ________ Yellowhead
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Lisa Higgerty - Liberal  

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)


13. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?

1
2
3
4
5


14. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

15. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

16. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
None

17. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

No

18.  Other comments:

Good social background.

Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168

Candidate Feedback

After meeting with a candidate, please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your input will help us further ACSW’s advocacy efforts. 

Your Name: _________Sherry McKibben ____________________________________

Your E-mail: __________ sherry.mc@shaw.ca ________________

Constituency: ________ Gold Bar
Name and Party of Candidate: ___Sherry McKibben - NDP

Please rate the discussion following a scale from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent)


19. Candidate’s awareness of income disparity?

1
2
3
4
5


20. Candidate’s perception of social work/social workers?
1
2
3
4
5

21. Candidate’s support of closing the disparity gap?

1
2
3
4
5

22. What objections, if any, did the candidate have in supporting more investment in Alberta’s social infrastructure? 
Strongly support the need for increased investment in infrastructure.

23. If supportive, did the candidate place any conditions on that support?

24.  Other comments:

One of the consequences of the boom has been the failure to invest in our social infrastructure. As someone who lives and works in the inner city I see this failure daily.

Thank you for filling out this feedback form. Please send this input by e-mail or fax to

Professional Affairs Coordinator Lori Sigurdson at lsigurdson@acsw.ab.ac Fax: 780-421-1168
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