Dear Alberta College of Social Workers:

As you may be well aware the AGTA was proclaimed in force October 30, 2009.  We would like to work with you to ensure members have information on upcoming training.  Our next 3 day training session on Capacity Assessment will be December 2 -4, 2009 in Calgary.

The AGTA regulation broadens the types of health professionals who can assess capacity after they have received specific training.  These new health professionals are registered social workers, registered nurses, registered psychiatric nurses, and registered occupational therapists.  The Minister of Seniors and Community Supports, Mary Anne Jablonski, will designate those members of the appropriate colleges as capacity assessors provided they satisfy the Minister’s requirements, including successfully completing a qualifying capacity assessment course and are members in good standing with their College as well as successfully completing a written exam at the end of the training session.

The Office of the Public Guardian (OPG) has developing a 3 day training course for individual capacity assessors who wish to be designated for doing capacity assessments under the AGTA.  Our first session was held in Edmonton on September 30 – October 2, 2009 and 46 participants successfully completed the training requirements.  We had a tremendous response and anticipate the same for this 3 day training session.  It is hoped that participants will represent all of the professions eligible for designation, be from the public and private sectors and be geographically diverse.  This will make up part of the screening criteria for candidates to be selected for participation in the training course.  

The 3 day training course for capacity assessors will be taught by a Physician and Psychologist engaging in a multidisciplinary approach.  The trainers will be Dr. Jasneet Parmar and Dr. Arlin Pachet respectively, but will also include Linda Richardson (Legislative Consultant), and Rod Urquijo (Capacity Assessment Policy Analyst-Office of the Public Guardian).  The course is intended to be knowledge-based and focus on skill-development, with emphasizes on the legislation and court focused/based assessments and will be as interactive as possible.  

The learning objectives of the training course will focus mainly on providing the trainees with a developing understanding of the legal framework under which capacity assessors practice as well as providing the necessary clinical knowledge to conduct a capacity assessment.  Trainees will learn:

(1) A demonstrated knowledge & understanding of the relevant provisions of the AGTA and the regulations under it.  This is the first critical component before the clinical training can occur.  

(2) An understanding of the capacity assessment process or model, including a prior medical evaluation, rights explanation, obtaining consent and that capacity is on a continuum.  

(3) An understanding of how to carry out the capacity assessment interview (cognitive/functional inquiry) and complete prescribed forms that will be acceptable to the Court of Queen’s Bench.  The manner in which a capacity assessment interview is conducted and documented will be consistent across disciplines.

Also, we will be following the same process as we did for the first 3 day training session and we will be sending out an application form to all the colleges.  We encourage every one that is a member of the respective college to apply but again anticipate that we will receive more application that spots available.  Moreover, we ask that even if you have previously applied that you re-apply no applications have been keep on file.  Please fill out the appropriate application form to the best of your ability as this will be used as part of the screen criteria as well.  Please note: that the closing date for receiving application forms is November 20, 2009 (Friday) at 4:45 pm.

Moreover, medical practitioners/physician and psychologists have been grandfathered under the Act as designated capacity assessors but voluntary half-day training sessions will run throughout the province, tailored specifically to Physicians and Psychologists and will also be taught by Dr. Jasneet Parmar and Dr. Arlin Pachet.

More information can be found on our website http://www.seniors.gov.ab.ca/opg/  under the secure site for health care professionals, including the application form.  Please be as comprehensive as possible when filling out the application form. 

Thank you,

Rod Urquijo
Capacity Assessment Policy Analyst
Office of the Public Guardian-- Provincial
4th Floor Standard Life Centre
10405 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4R7
Telephone: 780-638-3252
Toll-free 1-844-427-4525

Fax: 780-422-6051
rod.urquijo@gov.ab.ca
